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Annexation of a Part of Belmont: Closing Argument of Hon. Henry W. Muzzey, in Behalf of Cambridge, Before
the Committee on Towns, March 9, 1880 Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, - This protracted hearing has been
devoted to a large public question. It has not occupied your time and attention without the warrant of a leading
call in the course of legislative service. It does not raise the ordinary question as to what is expedient, just and
right in a contest between towns. The appeal of Cambridge is not connected with mean strifes for territorial
aggrandizement. It looks with no covetous eye upon its neighbors possessions of wealth or inhabitants. It has
no political aim of community or individuals. It is, therefore, severed from ordinary appeals for legislative aid.
Why? - because of the extraordinary reason that a people, already 50,000 in number, under grants from the
Commonwealth, and resting in the trust that whatever they might need in the future for their protection and
safety would be readily given, have taken from their treasury $1,700,000. This large sum of money has been
expended in the faith that the legislature of Massachusetts would not pronounce it wasted. The hour has come
when we are to learn whether a grant of the State will be protected by the State. The legislature is to answer us.
The call is exigent. It is based upon testimony from the highest sources. It is an unchallenged fact that the city of
Cambridge has brought to the aid of its own officials the highest scientific help to solve its trouble. And | say,
that...
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