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a strategy we call building sustainable communities. Historically, LISC has invested over 9. 6 billion in
communities across the country. In the Twin Cities, this has translated into over 370 million in investments,
resulting in over 9, 000 affordable homes and 1. 3 million square feet of retail, community and edu-cational
space. | am here today to talk about the relationship between commu-nity development activities and the
Livable Communities Act. We applaud the coordination promoted by the Livable Communities Act, which has
the potential to combine community-based planning with regional planning efforts. In the Twin Cities, we have
seen this integration take place with a great deal of success. | would like to provide a specific example. The
central corridor is a new 11-mile light rail corridor and will be the second line in the Twin Cities regional transit
system, that when complete, connects the downtown of Minneapolis to the Uni-versity of Minnesota through the
capital campus into downtown St. Paul. This new corridor will run through the heart of one of St. Pauls most
historic African-American communities, the Rondo community. When planning began for the light rail, there
was a great deal of apprehension and mistrust by residents and community leaders due to the checkered
history of transportation in this particular community. Forty years ago, Interstate 94 was built on top of Rondo
Avenue, cutting right through the heart of the neighborhood and displacing residents and a whole range of
community institu-tions, including housing, community businesses, and services....
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