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Elementary education should be introduced with kindergarten instruction at about four years. The child will
begin by acting and doing, the handling of things and the working out, through forms, his ideas and thought as
developed to him. He will begin by the handling of forms, seeing and observing; following this by making and
representing, and will be gradually led from the very concrete representations to more abstract written forms,
following with oral and written language, through which reading soon becomes a part, and numbers have
been a concrete companion from the start. Color has also been a companion of form. Nature study has been
introduced from the very start. The child has been taught to observe, interpret, and express the ideas and
thoughts arising in its own environment. During the first and second years language, with all of its parts
(written and spoken, etc.), including reading, science, penmanship, drawing, music, and physical culture, have
all formed parts of the course of instruction, giving suitable variety to claim the child s interest and attention,
and calling forth all of the activities of the child s nature. At the third year, geography should be introduced,
although it has been formerly touched upon as drawing or form, with perhaps related place exercises.
Although introduced as...
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