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and development. The Japanese government headed by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi has welcomed the
Bush Administration s desire to deepen alliance relations and to avoid publicly resorting to gaiatsu ( foreign
pressure ) in addressing American concerns about Japan s serious and economic and financial problems. U.S.-
Japan relations are of concern to Members and Committees with responsibilities or interests in trade and
international finance and economics, U.S. foreign policy, ballistic missile defense (BMD), and regional security
issues. The latter include North Korean nuclear and missile proliferation, China s emergence as a potential U.S.
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