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a war of observation ( peace-keeping ), for instance, but each will have all of these elements present to one
degree or another. By contrast, the subjective nature of war encompasses those elements - such as military
forces, their doctrines, weapons, as well as the environments ( land, sea, air, and danger ) in which they fight -
that make each war unique. One way to grasp this construct is to think of objective elements as internal and
subjective ones as external. Maritime conflicts, for instance, appear different externally from wars on land, but
are nonetheless similar with respect to their internal characteristics. Even the same conflict can change its
appearance over time as different combatants enter or leave the fight, or introduce new weapons, tactics, and
techniques into the fray, as in the Thirty Years War. Interestingly, under Clausewitzs concept, the objective and
subjective natures of war are closely connected to one another and interact continuously. New weapons or
methods, for example, can increase or diminish the degree of violence or uncertainty, though probably never
eliminate them entirely. Similarly, a wars political motives can cause the combatants to use, or refrain from
using, certain types of weapons or tactics, as in the Cold War where both the United States and the Soviet Union
essentially established a number of treaties designed to prevent escalation to nuclear war. Thus, the interaction
between the objective and subjective natures of war is a dynamic one. In Clausewitzs words, wars subjective
and objective natures make...
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