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Smith McGarr Helps children and parents talk about feelings when a military dad or mom goes to war. Sealing
feelings harms, not helps War is scary. It can swallow up soldiers like monsters in books or bad dreams do.
Seven-year-old Jackie knows because he heard it on the news. The U.S. Military has lost 2,050 men in Iraq and
the number is rising daily. This worries him because his dad is fighting in the Third Brigade in Iraq. When he
and his dad hug good-bye at the army base, each promises to be brave and carry out his duty. Jackie s duty is
to help his mom at home for ten long months. He finds this hard when taking care of his two younger sisters. |
ve broken Dad s rules. | ve called Sarah stupid when she won t leave me alone. | ve pinched little Allie when she
chewed Samson s bone. He also shares his triumphs. ., | ve worked pretty hard. | ve washed the car and raked
the yard. Jackie shares that he feels sad a lot. He hesitates telling his mom, because he doesn t want to be a
coward. When he finally tells her, she says it is okay to feel sad. She does too. Our readers will quickly finish the
book to see if Jackie s dad comes home. They will re-read it again and again because it s their story too. Praise
for Son, a Soldier s Work Is Never Done. This book is a great tool for helping children understand war. Whether
they are military...
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